SOVEREIGN LAKE NORDIC CLUB BOARD OF DIRECTORS:
NOMINEES FOR 2016-2018 TERM
The Annual General Meeting (AGM) of the Sovereign Lake Nordic Club will take place on Wednesday
October 19, 2016 at 7:00 pm, at the Schubert Centre. The AGM agenda includes the election of up to
five (5) members of the Board of Directors. There is a total of 10 members of the Board, but members
are elected for two-year terms, with five being elected each year. This is to provide continuity, as half the
board carries on each year into a second term and half “turns over”. All Board members are volunteers,
donating their time and talents to contribute to our club.
The returning members of the Board are Liz Ariano, Sharon Clarke, Pat Pearce, Sandra Ecclestone, and
Rob Madden.
In August 2016 an Elections Committee was struck to oversee the election of the new members of the
Board at the 2016 AGM. The Elections Committee is made up of SLNC members Hugh Hamilton, Olaf
Plummer and David Thomson. The call for nominations went out to all members in several emails in
September and October 2016, and was posted on the SLNC web site. According to the club by-laws,
nominations closed at midnight on Monday October 10.
Four nominations were received before the deadline. The nominees (in alphabetical order) are:
Brent Ree
Bruce Sandilands
Brian Wills
Michelle Wolfe
The biographies of these volunteers are provided beginning on the next page.
Because there were fewer than six nominations for the five available positions, Michelle, Brent, Bruce and
Brian will be acclaimed at the AGM. As a result, of the acclamation, there will be no election.
The Elections Committee thanks all those who took the time to consider volunteering for the Board, and
to the four members who stepped forward.

Signed,
Hugh Hamilton, David Thomson and Olaf Plummer
Elections Committee
Sovereign Lake Nordic Club AGM 2016
Date: October 12, 2016

BRENT REE
Brent has been involved with the club for the past 5 years with his 3 kids participating in Jack Rabbits to
Junior Development programs. He holds a B.Sc. in Civil Engineering and a MBA. Currently, Brent is the
Managing Partner at SilverRock Land Corp, a local construction
company. Previous experience includes working as a General Manager at
The Rise and Predator Ridge. Drawing from his varied work experience
especially his creative problem solving and ability to find humour in difficult
situations Brent is interested in finding fun ways to grow and build the club.
Formerly a NCAA athlete, and having participated in sport at a fairly high
level, Brent has been impressed with the SLNC programs and the attitudes
and skills kids gain while in the family oriented club. He took up x-c skiing
10 years ago and hasn’t looked back as he sees the enormous benefits of
this life-long sport. Brent would like to work with the board to grow the club
programs, assist in policy and direction that benefit the various membership
groups, promote the area to share the world class skiing that Sovereign (and Silver Star) has to offer, and
find ways to operate in a socially responsible and financially sustainable manner.

BRUCE SANDILANDS
Bruce is an NCCP Certified Competition Coach and has coached cross country and downhill skiing in
Ontario and SLNC for over 20 years. He and his wife Sherry have been active club members and
volunteers since moving to Vernon in 2007. Bruce has coached, led
backcountry ski tours, been Chief of Loppet and served as Chair and principal
author of the SLNC Strategic Plan in 2012. Bruce has been on the SLNC Board
since 2014. Bruce’s priorities for SLNC are:

•
•

To secure SLNC’s long term viability by ensuring decisions are made using
sound business practices and financial accountability.
Working with club members, BC Parks, partners and the community to
realize a vision of a new SLNC Day Lodge which will meet our needs for the
next 30 years.

BRIAN WILLS
I have served on the SLNC since September of 2014 in the roles of Chair and Vice Chair. I am a retired
management consultant with significant experience in the ski industry.
Over the last two years we have improved the financial position of SLNC
and stabilized the management of SLNC. We have a great group of
dedicated hardworking employees and we have preserved the club culture
while improving the management processes.
Moving forward the Board challenges include updating the Strategic Plan,
continuing to push for Lodge funding and supporting the new initiatives
proposed by our GM. We are planning to strengthen our coordination of
programs and volunteers.
Thank you to the membership for your support over the last two years.

MICHELE WOLFE
I started XC skiing in the BC Loppet Series around 1989. I had only learned to XC ski in my early 20s
and, if you can believe it, I learned in Australia. I skied for the Australian National XC ski team and
returned to Canada in 1992 to ski in the World Cup at Silver Star Mountain, shortly after this I skied with
the BC cross Country ski team and qualified to represent Canada at the World Championships in 1993 in
Falun, Sweden.
I retired from competitive Cross country skiing in 1994 to pursue my
Bachelors of Arts degree at the University of Calgary. I continued to
Cross country ski and participated in Masters XC ski events in North
America.
In 2005 I had a daughter, Sofie, who is now participating in the JD
program at Sovereign lake.
I also completed my Bachelors in Education and taught in the
Kelowna School district while Sofie was young. I then completed my
Masters in Counselling Psychology and I now work at UBCO in
Kelowna. Prior to becoming involved in XC skiing, I did a two-year
diploma after high school in Outdoor Recreation management at
Capilano College in Vancouver. After this I worked as a Trekking
Guide in Nepal for 5 years.

